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July 15, Trumbull reported this bill from the Judiciary
Committee of the Senate with a recommendation that
it pass. It was opposed vigorously by Wilson, of Massa-
chusetts, who called it a general jail delivery for the bene-
fit of traitors. He moved to strike out all of it except the
section which authorized the President to suspend the
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus. This motion was
rejected by a majority of one, but the session came to an
end on the following day without a final vote on the pas-
sage of the bill.

In the meantime President Lincoln had seen fit to
transfer the license of making arbitrary arrests from the
Secretary of State to the Secretary of War. The change
was no betterment, however, for, where Seward had pre-
viously chastised the suspected ones with whips, Stanton
now chastised them with scorpions. Arbitrary arrests
became more numerous and arbitrary than before. A
special bureau was created for them under charge of an
officer styled the Provost Marshal of the War Depart-
ment.

In the ensuing political campaign the Democrats made
the greatest possible use of the issue thus presented, and
they showed large gains in the congressional elections in
the autumn of 1862. They carried New York, New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin.
Horatio Seymour was elected governor of the Empire
State, and William A. Richardson (Democrat) was cho~
sen by the legislature of Illinois as Senator in place of
Browning, who was filling the vacancy caused by the death
of Senator Douglas. It is impossible to say how.- much
influence the arbitrary arrests had in producing these
results, but it is certain that the Republican leaders were
alarmed. Stanton fell into a panic. The general jail deliv-
ery apprehended by Wilson took place by a stroke ofived by a vote
